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What is an accessory dwelling unit

Definition EMC 19.04

ωA dwelling located on the same lot as a 
single-family housing unit, duplex, or 
townhome

ωCan be attached to the principal 
residence

ωCan be detached

ω In single-family zones (R-S, R-1, R-2), 
one of the units must be owner-
occupied

Detached ADU



Policy Guidance

Objective HO-4.1The City shall promote a wide variety of 
choices for safe and decent housing for all citizens through a 
variety of housing types within the Everett Planning Area. 

Policy HO-4.1.2Promote housing alternatives to the large lot 
single family detached dwelling and large footprint 
apartment complexes.

Policy HO-4.2.1Protect existing single family neighborhoods 
from substantial changes such as rezoning to multiple family 
zones, but consider measures to increase housing capacity 
through strategies that accommodate well designed infill 
housing that protect the character of the neighborhoods.
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Action Plans

ωRethink Housing Action Plan

ωPSRC Regional Housing Strategy

ωSnohomish County HART

ωReasonable Measures



Rethink Housing Action Plan
1.1: Promote Accessory Dwelling Unit development through changes to 
regulations and processes. 

üRemove owner occupancy requirement 

üProvide free model base plans to streamline permit process 

üWaive lot coverage restrictions

üSupport additional fee waivers for new ADUs

Study obstacles to ADU development to better
understand administrative, technical, and regulatory
constraints



History

Changes prior to Rethink Zoning

üOrdinance 3534-17 March 8, 2017

üAllowed detached accessory dwelling units

üUnit size limited to 800 square feet or 75% of principal residence

Rethink Zoning Ordinance 

üOrdinance 3774-20 November 24, 2020

üBroader definitions

üIncreased unit size limit 

üAllowed in multifamily and commercial zones



!5¦Ωǎ ƛƴ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ½ƻƴŜǎ

ωSuburban Residential (RS)

ωSingle-Family Detached Low 
Density (R-1)

ωSingle-Family Detached Medium 
Density (R-2)

ωSingle-Family Attached Medium 
Density (R-2(A))

ωUrban Residential 3 (UR3)

ωUrban Residential 4 (UR4)



!5¦Ωǎ ƛƴ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ½ƻƴŜǎ
Allowed in:

ωNeighborhood Business (NB)

ωBusiness (B)

ωLight Industrial 1 (LI1)

ωLight Industrial 2 (LI2)

ωAgricultural (AG)

Prohibited in:

ωMixed Urban

ωHeavy Industrial


